
Most devastating back-to-back loss 
i 19 2since 1952

• R’s lost 30 HouseR s lost 30 House 
seats in 2006 and 27 
in 2008  

• R’s lost 3 House 
seats in special 
elections

• R’s lost 6 Senate 
i 2006 d iseats in 2006 and 7 in 

2008
4 R’ ti i 2010• 4 R’s retire in 2010



Changes----Changes
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• Democrats gained 25 House seats
• Democrats gained 7 Senate seatsg
• Democrat elected President



California “Influence”California Influence
• Pelosi – Speakerp
• Waxman – Energy & 

Commierce
• Boxer – Environment & 

Public Works
• Feinstein – Rules &• Feinstein – Rules & 

Administration
• Miller – Education
• Berman – Foreign Affairs
• Lofgren - Ethics 



Blue Dog Coalition

• 49 members (20 in the House Ag Comm.)
– Baca (CA)( )
– Barrow (GA)
– Boswell (IA)
– Cardoza (CA)
– Costa (CA)
– Davis (TN)

Ell h (IN)– Ellsworth (IN)
– Donnelly (IN)
– Gillibrand (NY)
– Herseth Sandlin (SD)
– Holden (PA)
– Lampson (TX)Lampson (TX)
– Mahoney (FL)
– Marshall (GA)
– McIntyre (NC)
– Peterson (MN)
– Pomeroy (ND)y
– Salazar (CO)
– Scott (GA)
– Space (OH)



Blue Dogs crossed party lines 24 
i i 110th Ctimes in 110th Congress
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Budget Deficit (in billions)
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Surplus/Deficit as % GDPSurplus/Deficit as % GDP
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Producer Support is less than 
1% f h F d l b d1% of the Federal budget
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Spending Under the 2008 Farm Bill 
Producer Support = Commodity Supports, Crop Insurance, Disaster 

Assistance and Funds for Fruit and Vegetable Producers
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Across the board cuts?Across the board cuts?
• “12% of Americans didn’t 

hhave money or 
assistance to get enough 
food to maintain active, 
healthy lives in 2007 ”healthy lives in 2007.

• “1/3rd of those won’t 
hungry at some point.”
Hormel 6 of 10• Hormel – 6 of 10 
consumers say they have 
cut back on quantity or 
quality of food - Oct 2008quality of food  Oct 2008

• $20B food stamps in 
stimulus?



Crop Insurance Outlays
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Crop Insurance and Commodities 
Cost the Same?
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Reconciliation?Reconciliation?
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Why Our Farm Policy Is Failing
TIME MagazineTIME Magazine
November 02, 2007

“...less than 1% chance that you're a farmer, and if you are, you're probably part 
time; the average farm family gets 82% of its income from nonfarm sources.” 

“…U.S. agricultural policy is a big deal.” 
“It's also a horrible deal It redistributes our taxes to millionaire farmers asIt s also a horrible deal. It redistributes our taxes to millionaire farmers as 
well as to millionaire "farmers" like David Letterman, David Rockefeller and 
the owners of the Utah Jazz. It contributes to our obesity and illegal-
immigration epidemics and to our water and energy shortages. It helps 
degrade rivers, deplete aquifers, eliminate grasslands, concentrate food-
processing conglomerates and inundate our fast-food nation with high-
fructose corn syrup. Our farm policy is supposed to save small farmers and 
small towns Instead it fuels the expansion of industrial megafarms and thesmall towns. Instead it fuels the expansion of industrial megafarms and the 
depopulation of rural America. It hurts Third World farmers, violates international 
trade deals and paralyzes our efforts to open foreign markets to the 
nonagricultural goods and services that make up the remaining 99% of our 
economy.” 

“The median farmer enjoys five times the net worth of the median nonfarmer household.” 



Producer Support Estimate by Country 
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Budgets of Animal Rights 
OrganizationsOrganizations
(2005 in millions)

• HSUS • $120
$50• Massachusettes SPCA

• PETA
• EarthJustice

• $50
• $26
• $21EarthJustice

• International Fund for Animal Welfare
• Animal Welfare Institute

Physicians Comm Responsible Medicine

$21
• $17
• $9

• Physicians Comm. Responsible Medicine
• PCRM Foundation
• Friends of Animals

• $7
• $6
• $5• Farm Sanctuary

• Next 16 groups
• COMBINED BUDGETS

• $5
• $5
• $21COMBINED BUDGETS
• $286



Wayne Pacelle
CEO of HSUSCEO of HSUS

• “Agriculture will have 
to meet societal 
expectations of how 
an animal ought to be 
t t d i l di htreated, including how 
many animals will be 
raised for food ”raised for food.



Top DC Lobbying Organizations 
M b hiMembership

(in millions)
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Apples to apples?Apples to apples?

• 2009 Budget = $27M • 2009 Budget =$130M• 2009 Budget = $27M
• 6.2 million members
• 98 professional staff

• 2009 Budget =$130M
• 10 million members
• 569 professional staff• 98 professional staff

• 17 Federal lobbyists
• 569 professional staff
• 10 Federal lobbyists



Multiple Targets





Top Legislative IssuesTop Legislative Issues

• Horse Slaughter passed 262-146Horse Slaughter passed 262 146
• Horse Slaughter (206/38)

D d A i l (131/18)• Downed Animals (131/18)
• Humane care certification for government 

procurement programs



January 19, 2009
We Need Your Vote on Components of “Change Agenda for Animals”We Need Your Vote on Components of Change Agenda for Animals  
As a marker of a healthy democracy, there is nothing to match the spectacle of seeing a new American president sworn in. This transfer of political 
authority is one of the foundation stones of democratic government, and a reminder that the people of America ultimately hold the power. 

With the changing of the guard at the White House comes the prospect of new possibilities for 
moving our goals forward, and to mark this latest transfer of power, The HSUS and the Humane 
Society Legislative Fund (HSLF) are advancing a 100-point “Change Agenda for Animals.” Never y g ( ) g p g g
before has the animal protection movement so carefully articulated a vast array of critical animal 
protection reforms in  the domains of so many federal agencies—Agriculture, Interior, Commerce, 
Defense, Health and Human Services, State, and others. It is a road map for reform, and it reflects 
the remarkable experience and knowledge of HSUS and HSLF staff experts and government affairs 
specialists who developed the roster of items after years of study and work, and experience in the 
corridors of power where fateful decisions concerning the fate of animals are made—or not made.

We numbered the items from 1 to 100, but they reflect no order of priority. They are all important, 
from #1, the inclusion of chickens, turkeys, and other poultry under the standards of the Humane 

© iStockphoto
Methods of Slaughter Act, to #100, improving the work of a federal committee that validates alternatives to animal testing. Other reforms include 
ending the slaughter of American horses for consumption in foreign countries (#4), cracking down on abusive puppy mills (#5), transforming the 
USDA’s Wildlife Services program into one that mitigates human-wildlife conflicts through non-lethal means (#10), halting the import of sport-huntedUSDA s Wildlife Services program into one that mitigates human wildlife conflicts through non lethal means (#10), halting the import of sport hunted 
polar bear trophies into the United States (#23), having the Environmental Protection Agency regulate factory farms and the pollution they produce, 
including emissions that contribute significantly to climate change (#39), ensuring that Housing and Urban Development officials don’t require tenants 
in public housing to subject their cats to declawing (#54), and phasing out the use of chimpanzees in invasive research and retiring these great apes 
to permanent sanctuaries (#74).

In the last decade, animal protection advocates have begun to flex some political muscle, winning ballot initiatives throughout the country, passing 
hundreds of laws at the state level, and dozens of laws in Congress. Now it is time to reach an even higher level of effectiveness, by driving forward 
the 100-point platform we’ve developed here and achieving still greater progress for animals during the Obama Administration.

You’ll be hearing more from us on all of these reforms, but we’d also like to hear from you. Please write to me, either by offering a comment or 
sending an email, and tell me what you think should be the top five priorities from this list. Just send in the numbers, in no particular order, and we’ll 
post the top vote-getters in a couple of weeks, and we’ll be sure to factor your thoughts as we advocate for change. Be sure to forward the blog to 
other animal protection advocates so we can increase participation in voting and get an accurate picture of which reforms you think are most urgentother animal protection advocates so we can increase participation in voting and get an accurate picture of which reforms you think are most urgent 
and important.





Oregon - 2007Oregon 2007

• Bill passed to make itBill passed to make it 
a misdemeanor to 
keep pregnant pigs 
from being confined 
for more than 12 
h d i idhours per day inside 
crates too small to 
turn aroundturn around.



Colorado bill passed to phase out 
i d l 2008gestation and veal crates- 2008

• Join us in passing p g
legislation in 2008 or fight 
us on the ballot later in 
the yearthe year.

• “Fight us and we’ll do the 
phase-out of gestation 
crates in 4 years.”

• $5 million campaign
3/2007 HSUS lli• 3/2007 HSUS polling = 
75% already support 
phase-outp



Some Victories in States 
200 /20082007/2008

• Colorado, Connecticut, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Arizona, Delaware

• All had legislation to ban cage production and all were 
defeated In fact egg cage legislation has beendefeated.   In fact, egg cage legislation has been 
defeated in every state.  



California --- againCalifornia again

• Prohibits ALL non-ambulatory or “downer”Prohibits ALL non ambulatory or downer  
livestock, INCLUDING HOGS, from being 
processed for human consumptionprocessed for human consumption.

• FSIS – about 1% of 110M hogs marketed 
annually god down from fatigue or injuryannually god down from fatigue or injury 
during transport or shortly after loading. 
AMI/NMA l it• AMI/NMA lawsuit



Florida Ballot Initiative 
d % 4 % i 2002passed 55%-45% in 2002

• 2-4 producers with no more than 800 hogs total.p g
• No veal producers in Florida



Arizona Ballot Initiative
d 62 38% i 2006passed 62-38% in 2006

• Pregnant pigs and veal calves 
much be able to turn around 
and fully extend their limbs
O 13 000 h d• One 13,000 head sow 
operation producing 250,000 
hogs per year using gestations 
pens.p

• Several smaller operations that 
didn’t use gestation pens.

• No veal operationsp
• HSUS spent $1.2 million in 

Arizona



California – lost 63-37% - 2008California lost 63 37% 2008
• 19 million egg laying gg y g

hens
• 20,000 pigs 
• No Veal operations
• HSUS survey says 

65% f bli65% of public agrees 
with initiative before 
the first dime is spent.t e st d e s spe t

• Each “side” spent 
about $8 million



Ohio – 2010?Ohio 2010?

• 10th largest hog10 largest hog 
producing state

• 2nd largest egg2 largest egg 
producing state



German Pigs “Enjoy” 
More Quality TimeMore Quality Time

• State of North Rhine-Westpahlia – state’s sixState of North Rhine Westpahlia state s six 
million pigs (2002)

• “A pig should get one square meter of stall p g g q
space and a straw or soft rubber mat for 
napping.  When it’s time to play, the pigs must 
have chains or toys on hand.  Balls also can be 
made available to the pigs for activity material.  
Each pig should get at least 8 hours of daylightEach pig should get at least 8 hours of daylight.  
During the darker, shorter days of winter, 
farmers must compensate with lamps ”farmers must compensate with lamps.



German Pigs “Enjoy” 
More Quality TimeMore Quality Time

• A farmer or farmhand must spend at least 
20 seconds looking at each pig each day –20 seconds looking at each pig each day 
and back it up with paperwork showing he 
has enough hands to provide quality time.  g p q y
Without it, a farmer can’t get a license to 
expand or start a pig-rearing business.

• (1500 pigs x 20 seconds/pig = 8 
hours/day)





Swiss law took effect 9-1-08Swiss law took effect 9 1 08

• Farmers will no longer be allowed to tetherFarmers will no longer be allowed to tether 
horses, sheep and goats, nor keep pigs 
and cows in areas with hard floorsand cows in areas with hard floors. 

• Special chemicals are required “to put 
goldfish to death”goldfish to death . 

• Swiss anglers are forbidden to “catch-and-
l ” t li fi h b itrelease” or to use live fish as bait. 



What Can We Do?What Can We Do?

• Do research to identify the 10 top mostDo research to identify the 10 top most 
threatened production practices

• Open barn media campaign• Open barn media campaign
• Become shareholders in companies like 

W lM tWalMart
• Build strong relationships with packers and 

stores – encourage letters like Joy Mensch 
(companies have to know who we are)



Find New Allies?     
Airport Bin “Advertising”dAirport Bin Advertising d



AFBF Survey
O b 200October 2007

• 95% -- “It’s important to me that animals on farms are 
d f ”cared for.”

• 68% -- the government should take an active role in 
promoting the welfare of farm animals.

• 75% -- would vote for a state law requiring producers to 
treat farm animals better.

• 81% -- disagreed that “Low meat prices are more 
f ”important than the well-being of animals.”

• 64% -- disagreed that “Housing pregnant sows in crates 
is humane.”

• 32% -- disagreed that “Housing pregnant sows in crates 
for their protection from other hogs is humane.”  45% 
agreed.



$110 000?$110,000?

FB "Our Side"FB Our Side



http://www.animalagalliance.org/current/home.cfm?Category=About_Us&Section=Main







By: illinoisfb
December 18, 2008

Conversations on Animal Care 
An Illinois Egg Producers Story Part Agg y

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IdCR8nXU_p4&feature=channel



What Else Are We Doing?What Else Are We Doing?

• FAWC – AFBF NPPC Bio UEP ASIAFAWC AFBF, NPPC, Bio, UEP, ASIA
• Finding “allies” like Bio, LMA, NMA, AMI

C i l A i l W lf C• Congressional Animal Welfare Caucus
• Hispanic Caucus
• Black Caucus



What Can “We” Do?What Can We  Do?

• Turn the tables – can we be moreTurn the tables can we be more 
“emotional” with arguments like “you don’t 
want to put farmers out of business dowant to put farmers out of business, do 
you?”

• Get out of our “Comfort Zone”• Get out of our Comfort Zone
• Show producers “care” about their 

li t klivestock



Not say, “It won’t happen in my 
i l ”state or to my animal.”  

“First they came for the Jews. I was silent. I 
was not a Jew. Then they came for the 
Communists. I was silent. I was not a 
Communist. Then they came for the trade 
unionists. I was silent. I was not a trade 
unionist. Then they came for me. There 
was no one left to speak for me.”



S G t ti H i

Fund Appropriate Research 
• Sow Gestation Housing

– Optimize management practices
• Handling / Transport

– Transport time (8 to 28 hours) 
• Weaned pigs (2-4 wks of age)
• Feeders (10-12 wks of age)
• Market hogs (market weight pigs)

• On Farm Euthanasia
– Criteria for timely euthanasia decision-makingy g
– Develop new or refine current techniques 

• For individual on-farm euthanasia
• For mass euthanasia in emergency incidences

• Production Practices
– Define appropriate measures of well-being at different phases
– Evaluate swine well-being during productionEvaluate swine well being during production 



Codify “good things” into law?Codify good things  into law?

• CO Egg Producers 
agreed to codify the 
science-based UEP 

id li fguidelines for egg-
laying hens into law. 
Pacelle tells GovernorPacelle tells Governor 
he doesn’t want that.





“get the hay down where the cows 
i ” (P )can eat it” (Protesters)



PacellePacelle

• “We’ve had the highest rate of success ofWe ve had the highest rate of success of 
any kind of cause or constituency, winning 
about 75% for all the ballot measuresabout 75% for all the ballot measures 
we’ve run.”

• Hunting bears w/ bait (WA)• Hunting bears w/ bait (WA)
• Same-day airborne hunting wolves (AK)
• Cockfighting (MO)
• Hunting mourning doves (MI)g g ( )







Meet with companies in your state?Meet with companies in your state?



Boycott?Boycott?

• $5.6 billion in sales in$5.6 billion in sales in 
2006

• Approved signature 
gatherers for g
California ballot 
initiative to pass out 
fl i h i hflyers in their southern 
California stores.


